MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
consider it in another month. Trenches were opened forth-
with, and by October 7 the English and Danes had sapped
almost to the counterscarp. On the i ith the heavy batteries,
transported with the utmost difficulty over the appalling
roads from Cork, began their bombardment, and by the i5th
a breach was pronounced ready for assault, Sarsfield, whose
cavalry were in the neighbourhood, was not able to help the
defenders, and the intrepid governor felt that enough was
done for honour. He therefore opened negotiations, and
Marlborough, whose trenches were knee-deep in water and
who was worried by the approach of winter and fearful for
the health of his troops, was glad to give him generous terms.
Scott was allowed to march off to Limerick with his twelve
hundred survivors under the customary compliments of war.
But " as the enemy marched out, the Earl took a note of all
their names, telling them that if ever they were hereafter in
arms against King William, they should have no quarter."1
The siege had cost Marlborough 250 men, and the hospitals
were already crowded with sick, A hundred pieces of
cannon and much military supplies fell to the victors. But
this was the least part of the success. The capture of these
southern harbours deprived Irish resistance of all hope of
French succour, and rendered the entire reduction of the
country possible as soon as the winter was over. Charles
Churchill was appointed governor of Kinsale, and Marl-
borough's army went into winter quarters. He himself
landed at Deal on October 28, having accomplished what he
had planned and guaranteed with complete success.
He was extremely well received in London. " In twenty-
three days," says Lord Wolseley, " Marlborough had achieved
more than all William's Dutch commanders had done both
in Ireland and abroad during the whole of the previous
year." 2 "In the matter of skill," says Fortescue,3 " the
quiet and unostentatious captures of Cork and Kinsale in
1690 were far the most brilliant achievements of the war."
William was most gracious : but the patronizing compliment
1  Le Fleming Papers, H.M.C., p. 301, News-letter of November i, 1690.
2 ii, 216.                                                z History of the British Army, I, 350.
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